
Aloha UHM grad students,
 
It’s October 2020, and the hits just keep on coming. COVID-19 has already upended so many
aspects of our lives, and now we have received news of proposals for drastic restructuring and
cuts to academic programs, including graduate degree programs. These proposals are intended
to be a response to the economic crisis facing the State of Hawai‘i and the University of Hawai‘i
System - a crisis that experts say will take at least five years for us to recover from
(https://manoa.hawaii.edu/provost/planning-for-post-pandemic-hawaii/). (See here for a
summary of the proposals, created by GSO Academic Affairs Chair Manya Singh.)

Through the rest of the calendar year, community members can provide input about the mid- to
long-term trajectory of learning and research at UHM (by contacting COVID19@hawaii.edu or
Provost Michael Bruno directly). Changes being proposed will be implemented starting next
academic year, so we need to act fast. UH Administration has promised to formally consult with
GSO, as well as other shared governance groups such as ASUH, Kuali‘i Council, Mānoa Staff
Senate, and Mānoa Faculty Senate. We will hold them to that promise.
 
Your leaders in GSO will advocate for the best possible outcome for all of our graduate students.
Communication is of utmost importance at this time - we have already seen how frustrating and
distressing it can be when leaders don’t communicate openly and equitably. Reach out to GSO
with your concerns. We will update you and keep you informed of everything we know about the
situation as it progresses. As always, you can reach out to GSO (gso@hawaii.edu), and our
General Assembly meetings are open to all. You can contact me directly at gsopres@hawaii.edu. 

To be frank, the Administration has demonstrably failed to uphold shared governance and
transparent communication for our community. They claim that their approach for the
university’s response to the economic crisis is not ‘top-down’, but the President, Provost, Vice
Chancellors, and Deans have been working on this since the spring. Only now, with scarcely 3
months remaining until they bring a formal plan before the Board of Regents, do they invite the
rest of us into the ‘conversation.’ Is this what a truly “student-centered” and “community-serving
university” does? Unfortunately, given the Administration’s track record of ignoring the voices of
the people (see the approval of BOR Resolution 20-03, despite the outpouring of testimony
against it this summer), it is highly likely that difficult changes are coming. If the university is
serious about its mission to be a student- and community-serving Hawaiian place of learning,
these proposals are not a step in the right direction. We will fight with all our hearts for the
students, faculty, and staff of all impacted graduate programs.

Sincerest regards,
Maura Stephens-Chu, GSO President
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Click here for full statement on
UHM budget cuts

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/provost/planning-for-post-pandemic-hawaii/
http://hawaii.edu/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iz3vofGwWpY-b2igrdIPqnHRcPPPDn5YcO7ZZeCeT9U/edit


@gsomanoa@uhmgso@gsomanoa
Follow Us:

Upcoming Events

Executive Council Meeting
(October 8th, 6PM)

Self-Compassion Hour
(Flyer attached)

(October 1st, 7PM)
Click here to register

GAME NIGHTGAME NIGHTGAME NIGHT
(October 30th, 6PM - BINGO)

Click for  "LetsRoam" Link
PW: GSOGAME

General Assembly Meeting
(October 22nd, 6PM)
Click for Zoom Link

PW: GSOga20

Managing
Microaggressions

(Flyer attached)

(October 12th, 3-5PM)
Click here to register

October 3rd (1pm)
How to Make Word Work For You: 
Dissertating and Beyond Webinar

(Flyer Attached - RSVP to kih@hawaii.edu)

October 7th (12-1pm)
AAAS Science & Technology Policy Fellowship
Information Session (UHM Graduate Division)

Register here

October 8th (3-4:30pm)
Ford Foundation Fellowships Information

Session (UHM Graduate Division)
Register here

October 9th 
20th International Graduate Student

Conference Abstract Submissions Due
(Flyer Attached - Click here to register)

October 15th (12-1:15pm)
Soroptimist International Fellowship

Information Session (UHM Graduate Division)
(Register here)

October 20th (1-12:30pm)
Navigating the IRB/eProtocol Process 

(UHM Graduate Division)
(Register here)
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Don't see your event listed? 
Email gsoinfo@hawaii.edu to
suggest events and promote

your research!

Self-Compassion Hour
(Flyer attached)

(October 29th, 7PM)
Click here to register

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejBw3bFTMWbR9bu06IoFpD9ofHWZ3ztrClJA_qf0TMwMTR_w/viewform
https://game.letsroam.com/room/de7a5f67
https://hawaii.zoom.us/my/uhmgso
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uhm-microaggression-training-tickets-123428697557
https://hawaii.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=781519caa72ef516fefdb935a&id=d6504689e7&e=f2246b17f8
https://hawaii.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=781519caa72ef516fefdb935a&id=d6504689e7&e=f2246b17f8
https://www.eastwestcenter.org/education/student-programs/current-ewc-students/international-graduate-student-conference
https://hawaii.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=781519caa72ef516fefdb935a&id=d6504689e7&e=f2246b17f8
https://hawaii.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=781519caa72ef516fefdb935a&id=d6504689e7&e=f2246b17f8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejBw3bFTMWbR9bu06IoFpD9ofHWZ3ztrClJA_qf0TMwMTR_w/viewform


Two awards worth $5,000
Applications accepted from
Oct 9 - Nov 9
Check our website for more
information

Merit Based Awards: 
2019-2020 Excellence in
Mentorship Award

October Funding
Opportunities

Applications due October 8th
Letters of recommendation
due October 15th
Check our website for more
information & to submit
your application

Grants and Awards:
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AAUW Honolulu Career &
Leadership Development Grant:

Grants can be used for (1) Costs associated with
pursuing career-related designations (e.g. prep
courses, exams) (2) trade certifications/licensing (3)
Attending conferences/meetings (travel,
registration, etc.)
Deadline for applications is October 15.

Up to $4,000 for women residing in Hawai‘i to attend
conferences, meetings, and seminars, and/or to pursue
certifications that would further their careers or
leadership development. (Information & application link)

What is a Merit Based Award?
In order to promote outstanding graduate student work at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, the Graduate
Student Organization (GSO) announced the first annual Merit Based Awards in 2019 to recognize graduate
student excellence in Diversity, Mentorship, Research, Service and Outreach, and Teaching. These awards
funded two (2) students in each category for a total of ten (10) awards, each in the amount of $5,000. 

Click here for more information

https://uhmgso.wixsite.com/website-1/grants-and-awards
https://uhmgso.wixsite.com/website-1/grants-and-awards
https://aauwhonolulu.org/2018/05/14/career-and-leadership-development-grant/
https://uhmgso.wixsite.com/website-1/grants-and-awards


U H M  B U D G E T  R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N

What can we do?
Many students across campus have expressed concern regarding the proposed

UHM budget reorganization. What can we do to advocate for our programs? Here
are some recommendations from your GSO President, Maura Stephens-Chu.

Email Faculty/Admin Support Student
Coalitions

Submit Testimony Self-Care

Academic grievances resolve disputes (often grade disputes) arising from
the academic relationship between faculty and student(s) 
There are three levels of escalation (one progresses only if the previous step
failed in addressing the issue)

Step 1: Student attempts to resolve problem with faculty member or
graduate chair
Step 2: Student prepares formal grievance with the Office of Judicial
Affairs

Must be filed within 10 work days of Step 1 outcome
Step 3: Student may file an appeal to Academic Grievance Committee

Must be filed within 10 work days of Step 2 outcome

What is an Academic Grievance?

This is a broad overview; for specifics, click here. 
If you have questions please contact the GSO Academic Affairs Chair, 

Manya Singh, at GSOaa@hawaii.edu
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If you are interested in joining a special committee regarding the UHM budget cut proposal,
please contact the GSO Advocacy Chair, Emilee Turner, at GSOadvoc@hawaii.edu.

Reach out to your
Graduate Chair

Department Chair,
Dean, or send

feedback to
COVID19@hawaii.edu

Resist Reorg
Resources:
Facebook

Instagram
Join Email List

Take time for you &
check in with friends.
Join Self-Compassion

Hour or take
advantage of UHM

health services.

The next Board of
Regents meeting is

October 15th; submit
oral or written

testimony
More info here

http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/academic_grievance/
https://www.facebook.com/Save-University-of-Hawaii-Theater-and-Dance-Programs-101270608399219/?view_public_for=101270608399219
https://www.instagram.com/saveuhdance/
https://forms.gle/uzotgpLzN8jV6gnP6
http://www.manoa.hawaii.edu/counseling/
http://www.hawaii.edu/offices/bor/archive/


Meet our new Executive Council members:

Keep your microphone muted if you are not speaking

Check-in via Google Form (found in Zoom chat & Agenda)

EC/Program Reps vote by clicking "Participants" then selecting aye
(green), nay (red), or abstain (coffee cup)

To ask a question, "raise your hand" by clicking "Participants" then
selecting the hand button. When the meeting facilitator calls on you,

please state your name and department before speaking. 

H O W  T O  Z O O M

G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y
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Genesis Leong
Grants & Awards Chair

"Now more than ever, graduate students need to be supported and recognized
for the value we bring to the university. As the new G&A chair, I am honored to

be serving to maintain and preserve this right. More importantly, I look
forward to helping to mālama the 65+ department representatives as they

collectively advocate for student growth through grants and awards decision-
making. As a Masters in Urban and Regional Planning student and public

information specialist with the Center on Disability Studies, College of
Education, I look forward to adding my interests and experience to the already

rich and diverse community of the GSO department representatives!"

Logan Dean
Special Projects Chair

"My name is Logan Dean and I’m a masters student in the Tropical
Medicine, Medical Microbiology, and Pharmacology program at the

University of Hawaii at Mānoa. Research is such an integral part of our
experience as graduate students and I’m excited to work with the GSO

Grants and Awards Chair to showcase all the amazing ideas that my
fellow students are working on!"














